
Theresa Kavanagh

40 years

He/Him

She/her

They/Them

Other:

Yes

No

Prefer not to say

Ward councillor candidate questionnaire
Help us better understand you and your positions on municipal issues by completing this form. For longer answers, 
please limit your response to 1000 characters or less (roughly 150 words).

What is your name?

How many years have you lived in Ottawa? 

In our coverage, how do you wish to be identified?

Do you identify as part of a minority group?



65 years

How old are you? What will be your age on election day?



Orléans East- Cumberland

Orléans West-Innes

Barrhaven West

Kanata North

West Carleton-March

Stittsville

Bay

College

Knoxdale-Merivale

Gloucester-Southgate

Beacon Hill-Cyrville

Rideau-Vanier

Rideau-Rockcliffe

Somerset

Kitchissippi

River

Capital

Alta Vista

Orléans South- Navan

Osgoode

Rideau-Jock

Riverside South- Findlay Creek

Kanata South

What ward are you running in?



Barrhaven East

I attended all meetings of City Council, Community and Protective Services Committee, Audit Committee, Transit 
Commission and IT Committee. In addition, I have also attended almost every Planning Committee and Transportation 
Committee, and many Standing Committee on Environmental Protection and Waste Water Management Committee 
meetings

City issues

Tell us your views on many of the issues that impact the city.

The New Official Plan that will guide our future actions on development, reaching our climate change targets, 
affordability in transit and housing, 15 minute communities, intensification and growth, race and gender equity strategy 
and much more in the next 25 years

Problems with procurement, contract management and transparency regarding LRT. This was symptomatic of a larger 
transparency issue.

Yes

No

How many council or committee meetings have you attended or watched in full since Sept. 1, 2021? 

In the last term, what was council's single greatest accomplishment? 

What was council's biggest failure? 

In the past four years, property taxes have increased about three per cent each year. Do you have a 
target for future tax increases? 



I need to review budget documents, but my goal is to reflect the rate of inflational is an increase based on inflation

Yes

No

Don't know

The OPS are being tasked with too many services which are not their strength; most notably issues with a mental health 
component. I believe that OPS members should be doing the law enforcement that the community wants/needs and 
mental health services should be led by community agencies whose mandates and training prepare them to handle 
these issues better and less expensively

Yes

No

OPS did not demonstrate that the necessary internal changes had been made to shift organizational culture. The city 
had many competing budget items, and many community services have had their budgets frozen for years, while the 
OPS has had a significant funding increase every year. I believe that many of the services being provided by OPS at this 
time should be managed by different community agencies, especially for mental health and homelessness incidents.

If yes, what is your target for future property tax increases, as a percentage?

Is policing in the city meeting the needs of the public? 

Please explain why. 

Last year, council approved a 2 per cent budget increase instead of the 2.9% requested by the 
Ottawa Police Services. Do you agree with the decision? 

Please explain why. 



Collaborative, extremely knowledgeable and experienced in understanding race-based impacts on policing. Experience 
working with elected representatives and community stakeholders to achieve mutual goals. Well versed in Truth and 
Reconciliation principles. Committed to Restorative Justice and Community Development approaches. Able to establish 
a strong working relationship with front line officers and union. Accessible to councillors during ward specific crises. 
Clear vision for change. Understanding of City of Ottawa initiatives that will need to be co-ordinated with everything OPS 
does, especially the Community Safety and Well Being Plan and the Mental Health Strategy. Clear commitment to a new 
way of handling community safety that involves OPS as participants vs leaders. Investment in preventative measures.

The city should take a strong role to ensure that adequate affordable housing is created across Ottawa by non-profit 
organizations. Mixed housing is well suited to areas of targeted intensification and transit hubs. Housing affordability to 
meet the needs of all income percentiles is critical, especially for families. Affordable housing in mixed income 
developments is optimal to erase stigmatization of people and mixed income neighbourhoods. Inclusionary Zoning is a 
tool that will help to achieve this. Balancing the desire to protect the character of established neighborhoods with the 
need for intensification. 

Transit-oriented development. Low rises and minimal increases in height and density in established neighbourhoods. 
Secondary units should be encouraged. Affordable housing, especially for families as there is a great need for housing 
for large families in Ottawa.

Developers can make a great contribution by including a range of housing types to accommodate people at all income 
percentiles. The interests of developers must always be balanced with the needs of all members of the community. 

The City is currently in the process of hiring a new chief of police. What qualities are you looking for 
in the person that fills that role?

What role should the city take in where and what kind of housing is built in Ottawa?

What should intensification look like in your ward?

When making decisions on how and where Ottawa grows, what role do developers play in those 
discussions?



The city should make reliable, active options for walking and cycling available to all. It is crucial that we have a reliable 
transit system.  
We need to encourage the retrofitting of all city facilities to be as energy efficient as possible. We need to do better on 
waste management and ensure a higher level of recycling and composting by providing Ottawa residents with education 
and options to achieve this goal. And we need to keep leading by example; i.e. policy of no plastic water bottles at City 
Hall. 

Since the pandemic, I have been mostly working from home, and walking or cycling. I walk or cycle whenever possible 
and use transit in winter months. I last took transit in February-March 2022

I take transit more than once per week.

I take transit more than once per month.

I take transit less than once per month.

The importance of transparency around the contracts. The Transit Commission needs to be fully informed about all 
aspects of the LRT. Price points need to include thorough consideration of quality and strong maintenance clauses in 
agreements.

In 2019 Ottawa city council declared climate change an emergency and came up with a master plan 
to address it. What should the city prioritize in the next term to address climate change? 

When was the last time you took public transit? 

 Choose the statement that best describes you: 

LRT is the single largest infrastructure project in Ottawa's history. What lessons, if any, did you take 
away from the recent public inquiry hearings into the Confederation Line? 



Yes

No

Don't know

Our transit system must reach all areas of the city, including communities outside of the Green Belt

Transit should be affordable for all citizens, especially for the most vulnerable residents. We should set fares with a 
goal to increase ridership as a priority.

Public money should be spent on affordable housing and making green space available to all

Very good. As a member of Ottawa Public Health, I saw a service that responded daily to new information and 
challenges with calm, thoughtful and balanced guidance to citizens of Ottawa and City Council. Members of City 
Council were united in their commitment to support our health professionals to take leadership on a broad, evidence-
based and systemic response. A number of creative initiatives came out of the pandemic experience that I hope we will 
continue to use. The pandemic shone a light on the needs of vulnerable communities, and OPH took special efforts to 
respond to these issues directly. Support for outdoor spaces to promote physical and mental health was very effective. 
The Britannia Winter Trail was a great example of this. OPH handled the distribution of vaccines  in a professional and 
efficient way.

Do you support Stage 3 of LRT to Kanata, Stittsville and Barrhaven, projected to cost $3 billion? 

Please explain why.

Currently, transit fares cover about 45% of OC Transpo’s operating costs. What do you think should 
happen with transit fares? 

There’s yet another proposal for an NHL arena to be built at LeBreton Flats. Should any public 
money go towards that project? Should money go to anything else at LeBreton? 

How would you assess the city’s and Ottawa Public Health’s response to the COVID pandemic? 



The biggest disappointment was the federal government's abysmal failure to take responsibility and ownership for 
communication and co-ordination between 3 policing bodies; OPS, OPP and RCMP. The RCMP should have taken 
leadership to deal with a protest aimed at the federal government. I am looking forward to the recommendations of the 
intergovernmental task force that will begin this work in the coming year. The dismissal of the Police Services Board in 
the midst of Ottawa’s greatest law enforcement crisis should not have occurred.

Negotiate  with the federal government to extend the Parliamentary Precinct in situations like this, so that the RCMP are 
responsible. We need more clarity on the roles of each policing body. Better co-ordination between federal government 
and OPS.

Yes

No

Don't know

 I don’t support taxpayer money going to salvage private enterprise. 

Ward issues

Tell us what matters to you in your ward. 

What lessons should the city take from the protest this winter that occupied the downtown core? 

What do you think the city should do differently if a similar event occurs again?

Do you support the latest plan to revitalize Lansdowne Park? 

Please explain why. 



The people of Bay Ward are active, engaged and well informed about their city and neighbourhoods. 
Lots of beautiful outdoor space for walking, cycling, swimming, skiing, etc. 
People are concerned about their neighbours in need. They support initiatives to welcome newcomers, including equity 
issues, and create options for seniors to age in place. 
I am particularly proud of the Britannia Winter Trail, where a community came together to create winter trails for 
walking, skiing and cycling. The smiles on peoples' faces demonstrated the positive the BWT had on their mental and 
physical health. Another example is the fundraising initiative to raise money to provide free bicycles for Ukranian 
refugee families. 

LRT Stage 2 will be a game changer for our city, and particularly for Bay Ward, with 7 new stations. it will increase the 
opportunity for transit-oriented intensification. My top concern is for connectivity to stations to ensure safe, walkable 
access for residents. We must include sidewalks and cycle tracks to create 15-minute communities, as well as 
expansion of the winter trail systems.

Active transportation infrastructure for walking, cycling, skiing, etc. 
Affordable housing 

I have been working with community associations and neighborhood groups to establish new speed limits and traffic 
calming measures in several communities across Bay Ward, especially school zones. I’ll keep doing that.

I lead by example in practicing good recycling practices. 
I often promote City-wide and local initiatives with this goal in my weekly newsletter, passing on information and 
resources to facilitate green bin organics. Residents need to understand the impact of these practices in reducing our 
environmental footprint. 

What do you love most about your ward? 

What is your top infrastructure priority for your ward? 

What are two other priorities for your ward? 

Residents often complain about traffic (speeding, congestion, etc.). What would you do to improve 
traffic and mobility in your ward? 

How would you encourage residents of your ward to recycle more, especially green-bin organics? 



There are significant pockets of poverty, refugees and new Canadians who are underserved. Families waiting for 
affordable housing in small motel rooms is critically important to change.

Governance

Questions about how the city is governed.

Yes

No

I support optimum involvement in decision-making, including the input of community members, stakeholder groups and 
all members of Ottawa City Council. I believe the current method of one person-one vote is essential to a strong, healthy 
and representative democratic process.

To expect 23 individuals to agree on all matters is unrealistic and would not be healthy. Sometimes opposing views are 
reflective of different areas of the city. We need effective leadership to bring people together to focus on common goals 
and do what's best for the city. Personal attacks have no place at City Hall.

What communities or people in your ward do you see as underserved? What would you do to
support them? 

The province is on its way to granting the mayor of Ottawa extra powers, including unprecedented 
authority over the budget and hiring, as well as the ability to veto some council votes. Do you 
support this? 

Please explain your response.

Do you think council was too divisive in the last term? If so, why?



Council members should have strong ethical guidelines. If they violate those guidelines, there should be consequences. 
In  our current model, the Integrity Commissioner for examining potential breaches of these guidelines. I support the 
private members' bill that MPP Stephen Blais is promoting.

Yes

No

Maybe

 As the transit system is so important to citizens all across the city, I believe it is good that there be non-elected citizen 
component for monitoring it. It ensures that the users of the service have a strong voice when decision-making is 
happening.

A bit more about you

Help us learn more about you and why you are running.

Yes

No

In matters of discipline and governance, should Ottawa city council be responsible for policing its
members? If not, who should be responsible? 

The city has appointed unelected citizen members to sit alongside members of council on the transit 
commission. Do you agree with this?

Please explain your response.

Do you live in the ward you’re running in? 



NA

Marion Dewar, Mayor of Ottawa from 1978 to 1985. She worked in partnership with other progressive councilors such 
as Marlene Catterall to bring about great benefits for citizens

University Degree in Fine Arts. My combined experience of 30 years on Parliament Hill and as a Public School Trustee 
for Bay Ward has given me the following leadership skills: 
Collaborative and consensus building approach                                                 
Committed to participatory planning and community-based solutions              
Concerned that all members of the community have equal and adequate access to services                                                         
Hard worker who loves to participate in community activities                                
Values-based, independent thinker

I hope to see the near-completion of Stage 2 LRT with excellent connectivity to communities, increased ridership, and 
excellent, reliable, affordable transit that will be the backbone of our city.

This form was created inside of CBC/Radio-Canada.

If no, why are you running there?

Which municipal figure, alive or dead, do you admire? Why? 

Tell us about any formal education, training or other credentials you think are relevant to the job of 
being a councillor. 

If elected, what single greatest change do you hope to have made in Ottawa or in your ward, four 
years from now? 

 Forms

https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms

