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25 years

He/Him

She/her

They/Them

Other:

Yes

No

Prefer not to say

Ward councillor candidate questionnaire
Help us better understand you and your positions on municipal issues by completing this form. For longer answers, 
please limit your response to 1000 characters or less (roughly 150 words).

What is your name?

How many years have you lived in Ottawa? 

In our coverage, how do you wish to be identified?

Do you identify as part of a minority group?



63 years

How old are you? What will be your age on election day?



Orléans East- Cumberland

Orléans West-Innes

Barrhaven West

Kanata North

West Carleton-March

Stittsville

Bay

College

Knoxdale-Merivale

Gloucester-Southgate

Beacon Hill-Cyrville

Rideau-Vanier

Rideau-Rockcliffe

Somerset

Kitchissippi

River

Capital

Alta Vista

Orléans South- Navan

Osgoode

Rideau-Jock

Riverside South- Findlay Creek

Kanata South

What ward are you running in?



Barrhaven East

6-7 meetings streams

City issues

Tell us your views on many of the issues that impact the city.

In the last term the Council single greatest accomplishment was holding and maintaining democracy amid upheaval 
and difficult circumstances like COVID-19, protests, and federal inter-party fights and incitement.

In the last term the Council was not successful on the front of accepting the completion of the LRT project, and in 
operating the LRT.

Yes

No

How many council or committee meetings have you attended or watched in full since Sept. 1, 2021? 

In the last term, what was council's single greatest accomplishment? 

What was council's biggest failure? 

In the past four years, property taxes have increased about three per cent each year. Do you have a 
target for future tax increases? 

If yes, what is your target for future property tax increases, as a percentage?



Yes

No

Don't know

There are a lot of shootings in our city, this is unacceptable situation, we should find a way of curbing crime, and 
reaching a state where there are no shootings in our city. 
In this regard, I support police to do their job of keeping our streets and neighborhoods safe. I wouldn’t agree on 
downloading Social Services duties like dealing with mental health problems to police. 

Yes

No

I chose “Yes” for this question on keeping the previous Council decision in regard to police budget, because I presumed 
that the previous Council is in better situation knowing the budget numbers than I do. Right now, I am not in possession 
of all the financial facts and numbers to give a conscious answer.

Is policing in the city meeting the needs of the public? 

Please explain why. 

Last year, council approved a 2 per cent budget increase instead of the 2.9% requested by the 
Ottawa Police Services. Do you agree with the decision? 

Please explain why. 



I think that a police chief should possess a lot of characters that make him good leader of his force, putting in mind that 
the most important duty for his force is to keep the community/city safe and well served. Characters like integrity, good 
moral and ethical values, knowledge of the law, compassion, strong team leading skills, sound judgement, toughness on 
crime and criminals, devotion to the community, keeping his composure in stressful situations, having strong policing 
experience, and having strong managerial and communication skill are all important, and will help him to be a good 
police chief.

Amidst the current housing crisis, the city should take an active role in making housing (whether affordable or priced 
below-market) in reach of the residents of Ottawa who need housing. The city should bring about regulations and 
bylaws to mandate that a specific percentage of new developments are kept for affordable housing, and/or for housing 
priced below-market.

I believe Ottawa needs intensification, but this intensification should not infringe on green areas in our city. Green and 
natural areas should be kept, maintained, and enlarged. Intensification can happen along main roads, and close to 
transportation hubs and stations, taking into consideration measures to reduce traffic, noise, and crime. Also, before 
decisions are made on intensification, detailed studies should address availability and viability of transportation and 
sewage systems. 

Developers should not play any role, whatsoever, in future urban development for the city of Ottawa and its different 
Wards. Discussions regarding Ottawa growth and future development should happen in consultation with community 
and not with developers.

The City is currently in the process of hiring a new chief of police. What qualities are you looking for 
in the person that fills that role?

What role should the city take in where and what kind of housing is built in Ottawa?

What should intensification look like in your ward?

When making decisions on how and where Ottawa grows, what role do developers play in those 
discussions?



Transportation and heating/cooling count for about 60% of emission in Canada, and in Ottawa. So, any effort to counter 
climate change should prioritize climate friendly solutions to these two necessities.  
On the transportation level, I support strengthening and enhancement of public transportation systems on one hand, 
and I will support all initiatives to transfer fuel-burning vehicles to ones that run on electricity. 
On the dwellings heating/cooling front, I will support all initiatives and bylaws that encourage adoption of passive 
houses, in this regard, I believe that there are few good solutions to heat/cool houses. I believe one of the good 
solutions is utilizing thermal energy for both house heating/cooling, I will support all research and application initiatives 
in this area. On the other hand, I also support initiatives to utilize renewable energy resources like solar energy as well to 
heat/cool houses. 

Yesterday.

I take transit more than once per week.

I take transit more than once per month.

I take transit less than once per month.

The Confederation Line project was done in Public-Private-Partnership (PPP) manner. The most important lesson I take 
from the Confederation Line project inquiry is that PPP projects, most of the time, don’t work in favor of the Public 
Sector, rather, they are in one way or another turned to serve the Private Sector on the expense of the Public Sector. 
Experience from other parts of the world shows that PPP projects constitute hot bed for corruption as well.

In 2019 Ottawa city council declared climate change an emergency and came up with a master plan 
to address it. What should the city prioritize in the next term to address climate change? 

When was the last time you took public transit? 

 Choose the statement that best describes you: 

LRT is the single largest infrastructure project in Ottawa's history. What lessons, if any, did you take 
away from the recent public inquiry hearings into the Confederation Line? 



Yes

No

Don't know

I support the extension of the LRT lines to Kanata, Stittsville and Barrhaven because Light Rail and Subway systems can 
be the fastest, most reliable, most comfortable, and most environment-friendly transportation systems. However, any 
new project to extend to these lines to these suburbs shouldn’t be planned and executed in the same manner as the 
LRT. Taking into consideration the growth of Ottawa for the next 34-50 years, probably we must think about Subway 
systems rather than Light Rail Systems. The execution and fixture of the present LRT system is shameful, we shouldn’t 
repeat this debacle.

I hear voices calling to make travelling on OC Transpo system should be free of charge. I don’t think that is sustainable 
in anyway. I believe that rider should share to pay the costs of operating the system. I think every passenger on the 
system should accept to pay a modest share of the fare, otherwise the system will collapse, and there is a real danger 
of increasing property taxes, which I don’t support.

The idea of NHL Arena in the middle of our city is totally misguided, and if happens this would constitute a historic error 
in our urban planning. It will bring noise, pollution and destruction to the city cor. I wouldn’t support building an Arena in 
the middle of the city even if the money to build it comes from private sector. The town core should be kept for touristic, 
cultural, recreational, hotel/restaurant, and for housing. 

Do you support Stage 3 of LRT to Kanata, Stittsville and Barrhaven, projected to cost $3 billion? 

Please explain why.

Currently, transit fares cover about 45% of OC Transpo’s operating costs. What do you think should 
happen with transit fares? 

There’s yet another proposal for an NHL arena to be built at LeBreton Flats. Should any public 
money go towards that project? Should money go to anything else at LeBreton? 



Considering that little was known about the COVID pandemic, I think that the city’s and Ottawa Public Health’s response 
to the disease was appropriate.  

While respecting democratic rights for Canadians, I think the city, and as a matter of fact, the provincial and federal 
governments should bring in regulations, laws, and bylaws that permit legal expression of opinion and protests that are 
well defined, and mutually agreed upon between protesters and police. The main purpose of such agreement should 
lead to permitting legal protests, while preventing the occupation and/or crippling of the city, and/or disturbing the daily 
lives of its residents.

A balance between legal expression of opinion/protest and the interests of residents in Ottawa is very important. There 
is a need to regulate procedures and agreements for protests to be taken into consideration by the police and by the 
protesters. I think such agreements between authorities and protesters should address matters like timing and place 
that are well known and accepted by protesters and police. 

Yes

No

Don't know

I am not decided yet on revitalization of Lansdowne Park because I am not in possession of all the facts about this 
project. However, experience has shown us, time and again, that all PPP agreements in Ottawa proved to be failures. 

Ward issues

How would you assess the city’s and Ottawa Public Health’s response to the COVID pandemic? 

What lessons should the city take from the protest this winter that occupied the downtown core? 

What do you think the city should do differently if a similar event occurs again?

Do you support the latest plan to revitalize Lansdowne Park? 

Please explain why. 



Tell us what matters to you in your ward. 

My family and I love the outdoors in the Bay ward. We love the Pathways along the Ottawa river. My children love to ride 
their bikes and inline skates in these pathways along the Ottawa river. My children love to swim in Britannia and 
Westboro Beaches. When my children were small, they loved playing in Britannia and Woodroffe parks. 
My family and I love to watch beavers, fish, and ducks in the Woodroffe Lincoln Heights. We love to watch the Ottawa 
river from the Deschenes Rapids Lookout. We love to enjoy the sunset over the Ottawa river. We love to jog and walk in 
the many Pathways in the Bay Ward and along the Ottawa river. 

My top priority infrastructure project in Ottawa is extending the Light Rail system to Kanata to be able to reduce or 
totally eliminate the many hundreds of buses crisscrossing the Bay Ward, putting our lives and our children's lives in 
danger, and ruining our streets and spreading pollution, noise, congestion, and traffic disruption.

• Affordable housing for all income levels, I will strive to have rent not exceeding 30 % of income for all residents of 
Bay Ward. In Bay Ward we have a lot of seniors who worked a lot and served us in their working age. Now in their old 
age they feel that they are being pushed out of their homes. Because they can’t afford paying their rent alone, they are 
pushed to share living with someone else. I will initiate programs to make it a human right for seniors to get a decent 
place to live in. I will also support Para Transpo to be easily accessible to the disable.  
• I will support all initiatives to build outdoor and recreational facilities like pathways, beaches, parks, and bike lanes 
in our streets. Such facilities are important for adults and children alike. I will demand timely maintenance of such 
facilities. 

My top priority to eliminate complains about traffic is to extend the Light Rail system to Kanata to be able to reduce or 
to eliminate the many hundreds of buses crisscrossing the Bay Ward, and ruining our streets and spreading pollution, 
noise, congestion, and traffic disruption. 
I will support measures like improving the public transportation system, so that residents of Bay Ward and other Ottawa 
residents would feel that there is no need to use their cars, but to use the public transportation system. I will support 
measure to reduce speed as and strictly apply traffic laws on those violating them. 

What do you love most about your ward? 

What is your top infrastructure priority for your ward? 

What are two other priorities for your ward? 

Residents often complain about traffic (speeding, congestion, etc.). What would you do to improve 
traffic and mobility in your ward? 



I will encourage and support all efforts to recycle more and more, especially green bin organics. I think we should 
deploy more innovative technologies to handle green bin organics even if such organics are not in perfect state. Also, I 
will suggest to have permanent recycle collecting points in different parts of the city that accept recyclable, organics, 
and hazardous material at all times to the comfort of residents.

I feel that indigenous, seniors, and youth communities are underserved. These communities are less served than they 
need or deserve. I will support all initiatives to support these groups.

Governance

Questions about how the city is governed.

Yes

No

Anyone who observe the work of the City Council he/she will notice that the work of the Councill is crippled by in-
quarrel, nepotism and insider cleeks. In these situations, extra power in the hands of the Mayor can be both productive 
or counterproductive. So, I think a solution that compel compromise and common ground would be more appropriate. 
This may include giving extra powers to the Mayor be granted on case-by-case manner after thorough consideration by 
a neutral committee or other suitable entity managed by the provisional government. Another practical solution may be 
involve granting the extra powers to the Mayor if the opposing- and agreeing- parties to a matter in front of the Councill 
are close in their percentage. 

How would you encourage residents of your ward to recycle more, especially green-bin organics? 

What communities or people in your ward do you see as underserved? What would you do to
support them? 

The province is on its way to granting the mayor of Ottawa extra powers, including unprecedented 
authority over the budget and hiring, as well as the ability to veto some council votes. Do you 
support this? 

Please explain your response.



Yes, I believe that the Council was too divisive in the last term. I think matters in front of the last Council were so 
complex (i.e. LRT, COVID-19) that many Councillors didn’t even comprehend the great damage to the City and its 
residents they were committing. Also, in-fighting and disagreements, and special agendas were evident in the 
discussions and work of the last Councill, all this happened on the expense of upholding the interests of Ottawa and its 
residents.  

I don’t think it is good idea to be policing Councill members, I think we should concentrate on education and rejection of 
extremist views and acts. This should happen on the levels of municipal, provincial, and federal governments, and on 
the levels of all governing and opposition parties as well. We should spread the civilized word and behaviour, and show 
our displeasure of uncivilized word and behaviour. 

Yes

No

Maybe

I agree on including civil communities to give opinion and feedback on matters related to the community. However, as 
these citizen members are unelected, I think that there is a need to define their role well, and to put limitation on the 
involvement and activities of such civil members.

A bit more about you

Help us learn more about you and why you are running.

Do you think council was too divisive in the last term? If so, why?

In matters of discipline and governance, should Ottawa city council be responsible for policing its
members? If not, who should be responsible? 

The city has appointed unelected citizen members to sit alongside members of council on the transit 
commission. Do you agree with this?

Please explain your response.



Yes

No

Since my arrival to Ottawa for the first time in 1997, about three-quarter of the time I was living in the Bay Ward. I moved 
from the Bay Ward recently because, due to renting difficulties in Bay Ward, I could not find suitable home for my family 
in the Bay Ward. I plan to go back to live in the Bay Ward as soon as possible. Right now, I am in the process of finding 
rental house in the Bay Ward.

All previous Mayors of Ottawa are decent people, they tried their best to serve Ottawa and Ottawans. I respect them and 
their service.

• Ph.D. Degree in Remote Sensing 
• Ph.D. Degree in Electrical Engineering 
• B.Sc. degree in Electrical Engineering 

Do you live in the ward you’re running in? 

If no, why are you running there?

Which municipal figure, alive or dead, do you admire? Why? 

Tell us about any formal education, training or other credentials you think are relevant to the job of 
being a councillor. 



The change that I hope to see is on the transportation front, I would hope to see our city leaders aspire and start to 
adopt and construct transportation systems for the next 50 years, to think about a city with a 4-5 million inhabitant, 
which we will reach soon within the next 20-30 years. 
Because the cold-heat extremes in Ottawa, the future comfortable reliable transportation system should involve 
reducing our excessive reliance on buses, and badly planned and executed surface Light Rails and adopt a system of 
seamless, clean, fault-free underground Subway network.

This form was created inside of CBC/Radio-Canada.

If elected, what single greatest change do you hope to have made in Ottawa or in your ward, four 
years from now? 

 Forms
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