
Crystal Beach Lakeview Pollinator Patches
Info Package For Participants (2022)

Our pollinators need your help! Our yards can be micro-habitats for many amazing

plants and animals that contribute to healthful ecosystems. These ecosystems supply

us with oxygen, clean air, water and nutritious food. They also support plant

pollination, provide eco-friendly pest control, manage water tables and runoff and

provide recreation and spiritual benefits. But for all this to occur, we need to have a

wide  variety of native plants to attract pollinators.

Purpose
It will:

● Beautify your yard

● Improve soil health

● Improve water management & resilience

● Improve air quality

● Assist local agriculture through pollination

● And to have a chance to win local  eco-friendly prizes

The initiative encourages and supports residents in the Ottawa West neighbourhood

of Crystal Beach-Crystal Bay-Lakeview to designate a section of their yard for
pollinators - in place of mono-culture grass and non-native plants and flowers - and

hopefully to  inspire their neighbours to do the same.

How to participate

Register online :  (5 minutes);

Plan for and  purchase/obtain native plants;

Plant & care for patch;

Create and display DIY lawn signage #rewildcbl

It will:

● Beautify the yard

● Improve soil health

● Improve water management & resilience

● Improve air quality

● Assist local agriculture through pollination

● And to have a chance to win local  eco-friendly prizes

https://forms.gle/eNamdgHcqinAXzqm8


#RewildCBL

For more information

For more on the importance of bees, butterflies and other pollinators, including how to

create and maintain habitats and more, check out:

City of Ottawa: Pollinators

David Suzuki Foundation: How to create a pollinator-friendly garden

Pollinator Partnership Canada: Pollinator Steward Webinar series

Goals

These are the goals we hope you will achieve with this project:

● Learn how to build your very own pollinator patch, whether on your lawn, in a

garden or in a plant pot!

● Learn about the role of pollinators in our ecosystems and the importance of

pollinator habitats for the purpose of preserving biodiversity.

● Engage in a positive way with the community while increasing environmental

awareness and enhancing our relationship with the environment.

Project Content/Materials
To try and achieve the goals mentioned above, this project will include:

● A resources document outlining key information including pollinator patch

how-to’s, things to consider when planning, as well as places to source and

purchase native seeds appropriate for a wide variety of pollinators.

● DIY Lawn sign ideas & links to print-outs that can be placed in your yard to

educate your neighbours about the importance of pollinator habitats.

● Access on the Crystal Beach-Crystal Bay-Lakeview Facebook group that will

include information and links to relevant web pages, webinars and tutorials on

planting from seed, seed saving,  and other related topics.

Participant Responsibilities
Any CBL community member may participate in the program and is encouraged to use
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https://ottawa.ca/en/living-ottawa/environment/wildlife/pollinators
https://davidsuzuki.org/queen-of-green/create-pollinator-friendly-garden-birds-bees-butterflies/?gclid=CjwKCAjwur-SBhB6EiwA5sKtjiD_gQ1TPrWOXvQQ6dJwI0-S4zgFNLKszAzmxEQiU9dPAXKgJW_6phoCz_YQAvD_BwE
https://pollinatorpartnership.ca/en/pollinator-steward-webinar-series
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2246388604
https://ottawasouthecoactionnetwork.ca/


#RewildCBL

the resource list and templates provided to create their own unique space for

pollinators.

1. All participants must accept responsibility  for the creation and care of their
own Pollinator Patch:

a) Participants  will purchase and plant appropriate seeds &/or seedlings on their

property at their own discretion and risk.

b) Participants  are encouraged  to check that they have the optimal growing

conditions - proper sun exposure, soil type and hardiness zone for the seeds/

seedlings on their property.

c) Participants must commit to watering the seedlings (if mother nature decides

not to provide sufficient rain).

d) Participants are encouraged to create some form of lawn signage to  make

others aware of the importance of the pollinator patch. #rewildcbl

e) Better yet - talk to your neighbours about it and encourage them to

participate!

For those wishing to be part of the CBLCA's prize draw, online registration & signage
must be posted by noon Monday May 23rd, 2022.

Participants are encouraged to take photos or videos of the creation and care of one’s

pollinator patch and share these with the community via Facebook or emailed to

cblcaenvironment@gmail.com who will endeavour to share on their behalf, leading up

to the May long weekend.

Choosing Your New Pollinator Habitat

What area you decide to transform into a pollinator oasis is entirely up to you; however

here are some things to consider.

Choosing the type and size of Pollinator Patch or

Habitat

A Pollinator Patch can be any size in your outdoor space, whether it's in a plant pot, in a

garden, or covering your entire yard!

A Pollinator Habitat is a mixed use outdoor space with vegetation that supports

pollinators. E.g. polyculture lawn, native shrubs, trees and perennial flowers.
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#RewildCBL

Wildflower Garden: a dedicated space to grow native pollinator-friendly plants and

wildflowers.

Choosing Sun vs Shade

How much sunlight do specific areas of your front and back yards get? Some plants

grow well in full sunlight, whereas others will wilt. Others prefer areas that get partial

sunlight and are in shade for most of the day. This information is extremely valuable to

have when deciding what area to choose for your new habitat, as each plant you

choose will depend on the availability of sunshine in your chosen spot.

Choosing Size
Whether you have a balcony with plants in containers, a large yard with spots to

designate a pollinator habitat or only the space beside your driveway, any size and

location  is welcomed by our pollinators and every bit helps!

Original Inhabitants
Are you thinking of an area that already has plants established there? Perhaps you

want to convert the area into a native pollinator garden, or you want to mix in

pollinator plants with the plants you already have?

If you want to use a space for this project that already has plants that’s totally okay!

Just keep in mind to leave the needed space around them to avoid overcrowding the

area. If you're unsure whether what you have is invasive, check online, in books or ask

an expert to learn more about them. If any of your plants are invasive, these will likely

spread quickly, displacing other more valued native plants that pollinators need to

survive.

Building Your New Pollinator Habitat
Planting
Participants will plant their seeds and/or plants in Spring 2022, taking into

consideration soil conditions, plants obtained, and weather. FYI: The Old Farmer’s

Almanac calls for our last frost to be May 1-10 this year.

If you are choosing to diversify your lawn (to one which provides more diverse species,

takes less-no weeding, is drought resistant, and improves soil health), check out Green

Ottawa: Why Pesticides don’t mean a healthy lawn
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https://greenottawa.ca/2021/08/27/why-pesticides-dont-mean-a-healthy-lawn/
https://ottawasouthecoactionnetwork.ca/


#RewildCBL

If you are wanting to grow more of a pollinator wildflower garden, consider sourcing &

purchasing  your seeds &/or seedlings locally:

Ottawa Wildflower Seed Library

Beaux Arbres Plantes Indigènes/ Native Plants

Radical Roots Seed Bombs

Corner Pollinator Garden & Wildlife Habitat

Just Food

A few other resources:

City of Ottawa: Plants

Rewilding Ottawa

Spring Time
You will need to water the seedlings/plants for the first few weeks while they are

getting established. When deciding where to place them, keep in mind that once they

are established, native plants should require minimum care.

Growing Notes
One thing to note is that some native plants can take a little while to grow, some even

1-3 years to really get established in their new home. Sleep, Creep, Leap as they say.

Your patch may not look “full” for the first 1-2 years, but every plant helps and even

with only a few early risers the local pollinator will appreciate it.

Lawn Signs
Each registered participant is encouraged to create & post a lawn sign to help bring

awareness to the importance of pollinators and biodiversity within our environment

and how we can all make small but collective impactful change right where we live.

This is where you get to be creative! Think about upcycling materials, decorating with

things around the house or otherwise destined for the landfill… and include as much or

as little information you’d like! And make sure to include: #rewildcbl in your sign to

show our collective efforts.
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https://wildflowerseedlibrary.ca/
https://beauxarbres.ca/
https://radicalroots.ca/
https://cornerpollinatorgarden.net/buying-native-plants/
https://justfood.ca/community-gardening-network/where-to-find-local-seeds/
https://ottawa.ca/en/living-ottawa/environment-conservation-and-climate/wildlife-and-plants/plants
https://cornerpollinatorgarden.net/2021/02/27/short-and-sweet-new-sidewalk-pollinator-planting/
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#RewildCBL

Make sure to check out your local Buy Nothing Crystal Beach Facebook group - you

can even post what you are looking for. There may be something worth upcycling or

repurposing at the local Mission or Salvation Army Stores in Bells Corners.

Photo credit: etsy.com

Check out these DIY options:

Pollinator Partnership Canada: Printable signs

Canadian Wildlife Federation: Habitat Certification (purchase)

City of Ottawa considerations
For those who may be concerned with City By-laws, please see the following

resources:

City of Ottawa: Property Maintenance By-law

Ecology Ottawa: Rewilding Ottawa

Contact Details
Should you need to contact us please direct any correspondence to

cblcaenvironment@gmail.com, subject: Pollinator Patch Program Question.
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/914914108888133
https://www.pollinator.org/garden-signs
https://cwf-fcf.org/en/explore/gardening-for-wildlife/action/get-certified/
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Or if you are ready to sign up, your first step will be to let us know that you’d like to

come onboard for our Pollinator Patch Project in Spring 2022 by filling in this google

form.

We can’t wait to grow with you!

Thank you so much to all who makes this a success!

Let’s do it for the planet. Let’s do it for us. Let’s be the di�erence.

💚🌍✌
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