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The Crystal Beach Lakeview Community Association (CBLCA) appreciates the opportunity to respond to
the Public Information Centre on the study evaluating the current Kanata Maintenance Patrol Yard 
(MPY) and its long-term needs. While there are five options being considered in this study, it is our 
intention to comment exclusively on Location 9, the Moodie Drive Crystal Bay location.

The Crystal Beach Lakeview Community Association advocates on behalf of the residents of Crystal 
Beach, Lakeview, Stonehedge and Creek’s End. Our neighbourhood comprises the geographic area 
between Holly Acres Road to Moodie Drive, and Highway 417 to Carling Avenue.  We also have the 
support from our partner association, the Crystal Bay Community Association, located north of Carling 
Avenue at Moodie Drive, for our position in this submission.

It is the position of the CBLCA that any consideration of the Moodie Drive location for a maintenance
patrol yard is absolutely unacceptable. Its presence adjacent to our neighborhood will dramatically 
and negatively impact on the health, quality of life, and safety of our community and have significant 
environmental impacts. This location must be removed from any consideration as a result of this phase
of the process currently underway. There are numerous reasons for our joint position as outlined 
below. 

Evaluation Criteria

Operational
The proposed Moodie Drive location and potential traffic conflicts are negatively impacted by four 
important structures that have been placed within the National Capital Commission Greenbelt lands on
both sides of the arterial road. 

1. Crystal Bay Centre for Special Education
Immediately north of the proposed site lies the Crystal Bay Centre for Education. This school within the
Ottawa Carleton District School Board supports the needs of students with profound developmental 
disabilities. The individualized programs for these students require both a special facility and highly 
skilled staff. The placement of an MPY within the immediate environs of the school with 
accompanying significant noise and traffic will have a major negative impact on the developmental 
potential for these students and may constitute a risk to their safety.
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2. Department of National Defence Headquarters
As the DND headquarters approaches full occupancy, it will soon approach 10,000 employees onsite. 
This will result in significant vehicular traffic as well as rapid transit connection to the DND site, thus 
creating vehicular conflicts with the MPY.

3. Moodie Station Light Rail Transit
The Moodie station is projected to be one of the busiest of the entire LRT system, at least until Stage 3 
is built. As a terminus station, it will also have a bus layby area created immediately adjacent to 
Moodie Drive north of highway 417. Bus traffic into the station will be significant from all directions 
with a main entry point to the station occurring at Corkstown Road at Moodie Drive. It is further worth 
noting that the Moodie-Corkstown and the Moodie-Carling intersections are anticipated to approach 
and exceed maximum capacity following completion of the LRT station; these projections for failed 
intersections are without the presence of the proposed MPY.

4. Abbott Labs
Immediately to the south of the location, Abbott Point of Care uses highly sensitive equipment at this 
site. The MPY would be anticipated to create levels of vibrations on an ongoing basis with the potential
to damage or disrupt this sensitive equipment and the viability of the facility.

5. Road Infrastructure
Moodie Drive has been identified by the community as lacking several important road infrastructure 
requirements.  There is also a very busy pedestrian and cyclist crossing of Moodie Drive at Corkstown 
Road along the Trans Canada Trail. As a result, there are already unacceptable dangers to both 
pedestrians and cyclists. While we continue to work toward a safer environment, the introduction of 
heavy MTO vehicles will further exacerbate an already serious risk to public safety. 

Construction
We are unable to comment on specific construction needs for this project and its additional 
infrastructure development. We do note, however, that the site is within the protected Greenbelt 
lands owned by the National Capital Commission. As such, it might require additional design features 
to minimize impacts on the environment. The project itself would require the complete removal of an 
entire small forest that is a part of a Natural Link Area within the Greenbelt. It is also immediately 
contiguous with the Core Natural Area (CNA) on the west side of Moodie Drive. Further, it is adjacent 
to a recently rehabilitated wetland within this CNA. Recent studies of the area have identified a very 
large biodiversity that requires the Natural Link Area for its preservation. To the immediate south of 
the proposed site, there exists a floodplain associated with Stillwater Creek which may further be 
impacted by construction of this MPY.

We anticipate that the presence of the yard will require considerable mitigation efforts to minimize 
pollutants from the site and prevent their entry into the adjacent natural infrastructure. It is a further 
concern that these mitigation efforts will remain inadequate with respect to the integrity of this 
important ecosystem.  This proposed destruction of protected greenspace is unacceptable, especially 
when other sites are viable. 



Natural Environment
As previously noted, this land is within a natural link area of the larger Greenbelt. With all of the 
natural riches within this Greenbelt, any further development on this land and destruction of natural 
infrastructure is fundamentally wrong, further degrades the integrity of this natural treasure of the 
National Capital Region and is contrary to the vision of the Greenbelt Master Plan. It is further contrary
to specific policy of the NCC as contained within that same Greenbelt Master Plan. The National Capital
Commission specifically prohibits within this Natural Link area:

 New facility areas
 Any other uses that would negatively impact or interfere with existing and developing natural 

link functions 

Socio-Economic
1. Proximity to Local Residential Areas

The proposed Moodie Drive location is immediately west of our community, and specifically backs on 
to our neighbours’ homes on Solva Drive. The entire western portion of our community will be 
dramatically and daily impacted by the noise, vibrations, air quality and further increased traffic 
created by this Maintenance Patrol Yard. Its presence will directly run contrary to the very 
environmental and quality of life reasons why many of our residents have lived in or moved to our 
community.

2. Impacts to Natural Areas
We have already pointed out the many ways whereby this project will negatively impact the natural 
beauties of this Greenbelt area. It is worth repeating here that not only does it negatively impact 
nature, it negatively impacts and even destroys the very reason why the citizens of Ottawa through the
National Capital Commission have created this area.

In summary, with the many specific areas whereby this location runs counter to the Coarse Screening 
Criteria constraints established in the determination of options for location of the MPY, it is 
unfathomable that Moodie Drive remains under consideration. Our community will now and forever 
fight to protect our neighbourhood and the natural beauties that are an essential part of it. 

I anticipate you have also received many letters from residents in our community opposing this 
proposed location for the MPY.  Further reinforcing these sentiments, 98% of 348 survey respondents, 
opposed this location for the MPY.  

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Crystal Beach Lakeview Community Association

Kevin Brewer, President
Crystal Beach Lakeview Community Association
www.crystalbeachlakeview.ca
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